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Massachusetts and signed by Audubon, for the third of four 
volumes of The Birds of America.  
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Message from the State Librarian 
Life at the State Library of Massachusetts seems to get better each year. I am grateful 
for the support of our elected officials, the Library’s Board of Trustees, and our hard-
working staff for helping make all of our improvements possible, and I’m happy to 
present our new Annual Report, to share with you some of the most interesting 
developments. 
Our Reading Room now features an archival display case, designed to our specifications 
to display some of the most valuable materials from our collections. The display case 
has museum-quality dark glass that lights up by activating a button to reveal the 
contents of the case. The glass protects the item in the case from exposure to damaging 
light, and the case has special security features. We plan to select something unique 
from our collections every month for the public to view. The first month we displayed a 
19th-century book about the history and antiquities of every town in Massachusetts 
that was donated to the Library by Governor Charles Baker. 
The Library’s Reading Room continues to serve as a welcoming and attractive venue for 
public events in the State House. In addition to public bill signings and events sponsored 
by groups such as the LGBTQ Commission and the Massachusetts Center for the Book,  
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we also hosted a viewing for Governor Baker’s swearing-in ceremony during this year’s 
gubernatorial festivities. 
The Library’s author talks, held monthly in the Reading Room, continue to attract large 
crowds. This year’s authors discussed their books on topics as diverse as Eunice 
Kennedy, King Philip’s War, inequality in education, and the hidden history of Boston. 
The Library’s long-term digitization project, now in its sixth year, has made available to 
the public, without charge, numerous new items from our collection. The project 
includes repair of the materials when necessary, professional digitization, cataloging, 
and deposit in DSpace, our online digital repository. Over the past year this project has 
preserved and made accessible important historical documents, including vital state 
government publications, 18th- and 19th-century broadsides, tax valuations, and 
publications concerning abolition.  
As part of our ongoing efforts to bring the Library’s collections to a broader public, we 
have significantly expanded our social media and our online merchandising page, 
where we offer for sale many items that were designed and produced within the 
Library. Selections include prints of beautiful maps from our collection, coffee mugs, 
magnets, notecards, posters, and many other items. All proceeds from the sales of 
these materials fund vital programs at the Library. The link to our shopping site is 
available through the State Library’s home page, and here: https://state-library-of-
massachusetts.myshopify.com 
I sincerely hope you have an opportunity to visit us soon, in person or online, to 
discover the many fascinating materials that we have made available. 
 
 
Elvernoy Johnson 
State Librarian 
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FY2019 Library Highlights 
Background image: detail from Bird’s Eye View of Pittsfield, 
Mass., published by H.H. Bailey & J.C. Hazen in 1876.  
More than 3.2 million items were 
downloaded from the Library’s online 
repository, DSpace 
Over 16,000 new items were 
uploaded to DSpace  
The Library’s website was visited 68,637 times 
The Library's print collection increased to a 
total of 547,928 volumes 
In the past year 44,852 people 
entered the Library  
The Library's most popular webpage is 
"Why is Massachusetts a Commonwealth?" 
Instagram followers increased from 419 to 921 
Digitized versions of the official House 
and Senate journals from 1854 to 2016 
were uploaded to DSpace 
The Library opened a new online 
store through Shopify to sell 
State Library merchandise 
Twitter followers increased to 2,261 
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FY2019 Library Statistics 
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FY2019 Library Events 
Background image: detail from Atlas of the County of Suffolk, 
Massachusetts, published by G.M. Hopkins & Co. in 1874. 
 Held three exhibits: Bird’s-Eye View Maps in the State Library of Massachusetts; 
From Common to Uncommon: Advertisements in Massachusetts City Directories; 
and The Natural Beauty of Massachusetts Waterways 
 Participated in ArtWeek Boston, where participants were able to create their own 
State House pin cushion postcards 
 Hosted the Massachusetts Letters About Literature Awards Ceremony, sponsored 
by the Massachusetts Center for the Book 
 Hosted a swearing-in ceremony for the LGBTQ Commission 
 Held monthly Author Talks, featuring authors from Massachusetts 
 The Library was used as a viewing area/room for the Governor’s State of the State 
Address 
 The Library’s conference room was used by State Legislators and staff for 
meetings 
 Provided tours of the Special Collections Department for staff of the State House 
and the public 
 Hosted a swearing-in ceremony for the Registry of Deeds 
A behind-the-scenes view of the State Library’s closed stacks. 
Stay Connected 
instagram.com/mastatelibrary 
twitter.com/mastatelibrary 
facebook.com/mastatelibrary 
flickr.com/photos/mastatelibrary 
mastatelibrary.blogspot.com 
youtube.com/user/mastatelibrary 
www.mass.gov/lib 
